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I prefer to designate by the name of Windic, Winidcv
being one of the most ancient and comprehensive
names by which these tribes were known to the early
historians of Europe. We haTe to divide these tribes
into two divisions, the Lettic and the Slavonic, and
we shall have to subdivide the Slavonic again into a
South-East Slavonic and a West Slavonic branch.

The terminology used for the classification of the
Slavonic languages has varied and is still varying.
I follow chiefly Schaffarik. He, however, though
he proves Winidce to have been the oldest authenti-
cated name of the Slaves, does not use it as a general
name for the two branches, Lettic and Slavic. Later
writers have used Letto-Slavic, or Balto-Slavic.

The Lettic division consists of languages hardly
known to the student of literature, but of great im-
portance to the student of language. Lettish is the
language now spoken in Kurland and Livonia. It
has a literature going back to the sixteenth century.
Lituanian is the name given to a language still
spoken by about 200,000 people in Eastern Prussia,
and by more than a million of people in the conter-
minous parts of Russia. The earliest literary docu-
ment of Lituanian is a small catechism of 1547.1 In
this, and even in the language as now spoken by the
Lituanian peasant, there are a few grammatical forms
more primitive and more like Sanskrit than the cor-
responding forms in Greek and Latin.

The Old Prussian, which is nearly related to Litu-
anian, became extinct in the seventeenth century, and
the entire literature which it has left behind consists

1 Schleicher, Beitraget b. i. s. 19.